Hindu Temple & Community Center, Sunnyvale CA

DIWALI  MELA – 2009

Sunnyvale Hindu Temple & Community Center is a non profit organization, serving Indian community of bay area since 1995.  The organization provides religious and cultural services to about 250,000 strong Indians in and around Bay Area since last 14 years.
Diwali (The Festival of Lights) represents the win of good over evil and is the biggest festival celebrated all over India.  Sunnyvale Hindu Temple & Community Center  celebrates Diwali in a grand scale by organizing Diwali Mela.  The event has been celebrated every year since inception of the Temple in 1995.
Diwali Mela is a three day grand community event.  The event is attended by a very large part of the community bringing more than 12,000 visitors to the event.  The event includes varieties of cultural programs, food-stalls and booths representing large cross section of business community. There will be many local politicians (city mayor & county supervisors) who will be gracing the occasion.
The entertainment include star performers from Bollywood, and a spectrum of local artists.  The entertainment features cultural program performed by more than 300 children from local community.  The main activities are kicked off by a Rath Yatra.  Also, there will be program like Talent show and Antakshari to encourage and recognize the local talent in the community.
Schedule for Diwali Mela 2009 is as under:

Friday

Oct, 9th 2009

  8:00 PM - 12:00 Midnight

Saturday
Oct, 10th 2009

12:00 Noon - 12:00 Midnight

Sunday
Oct, 11th 2009

10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

There will be special arrangement for parking for the visitors.  Shuttle buses will be provided to carry the visitors from parking area to the Mela and back.  The parking as well as shuttle service will be free for everyone.
There will be entrance fee of $7 per person for each day. There will be no charges for entrance for all children under 5 years of age.

The Temple’s web-site http://www.sunnyvaletemple.org/ has all the information about the event and is updated regularly.  For details of the event or questions, contact Shri Raj Bhanot at (408) 687-1955 or email info@sunnyvaletemple.org.  
We look forward for the support and help from the community to make the program as a successful event.  
